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National Christian
League Of
Councils Sponsors
March For Truth
And Justice

ST. PETERSBURG - The
NCLC National Christian
League of Councils will
sponsor the “NCLC I AM
T R AY V O N M A R T I N
MARCH FOR JUSTICE” on
the Gulf of St. Petersburg this
Saturday, March 31.
The march will consist of
y o u t h gr oups , unive rsity
students and organizations
from throughout St.
Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo
and Tarpon Springs that will
march in support of the search
for truth and justice for
Trayvon Martin and his family.
• Staging time is 9:45 a.m.
• The march will kick off at
10:30 a.m. and end at 1 p.m.
• The march will begin at the
Poynter Institute Park and
old Dali Museum, 801 3rd
Street South, St. Petersburg.
• P a rking is available at
Poynter Institute and behind
Old Dali Museum.

Derrick Brooks,
Mentor And Role Model

MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2012

• Drop Off - March participants can be dropped off and
vehicles can proceed to Spa
Beach Parking lots, so once
Rally ends transportation is
available to participants.
$3.00 flat rate is charged at
lots.
• Route - proceed north of 3rd
St. to 6th Ave. S. turning
north on 1st St. S. Proceed to
2nd Ave. N., turning east and
proceeding to the Spa Beach
Park.
AM
“NCLC
I
• The
TRAYVON MARTIN FOR
JUSTICE RALLY” will then
begin around 11:30 a.m.
Speeches will begin by the
various youth groups, university students and other
organizations.
Contact Sevell Brown, III,
NCLC Nat. Director, 727-4391016 or by email at nclcnational@gmail.com.
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STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
sun was shinning bright
Tuesday morning and so were
the eyes of about 150 children
privileged to listen to former
Tampa Bay Buccaneer Derrick
Brooks give life lessons at the
Childs Park YMCA in St.
Petersburg.
Known for tackling issues
that plague the youth of today
almost as much for his tackles
on the field, Derrick Brooks’
altruism is what Mayor Bill
Foster said in his introduction:
“is a god-like example of giving
back to the community.”
In 1997, Brooks founded
the Brooks Bunch program after
speaking with a girl at the Boys
& Girls Club and realizing that
there were children in that club
that had not experienced things
that an average American took
for granted.
Since then, the Brooks
Bunch program has blossomed.
Program participants have been
afforded the opportunity to
travel places such as New York,
Chicago, Atlanta and South
Africa. This program became
the cornerstone of his
community involvement leading
the way for the formation of
Derrick Brooks Charities, Inc.
Derrick Brooks Charities,
Inc. includes many annual
p ro g ram s s u ch as co l l eg e
p rep arat o ry an d s em es t er
stipends for deserving children.
In 2007, he partnered with
the DeBartolo family and
opened up the BrooksDeBartolo Collegiate High
School, a Hillsborough County
sponsored Charter High School.
On the list of Brooks’

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Derrick Brooks, center, holds the Certificate of Appreciation presented to him at the event

accomplishments, motivational
speaker should rank in the top
five. Through giving examples
from his childhood, Brooks
ma d e c l e a r t o h i s y o u n g
audience how important it is to
stay in school. “I absolutely
sucked at sports. I was the last
guy to get picked, even if I got
picked…What I was successful
at was schoolwork.”
Some children were
surprised to hear that he was
considered a nerd in school
because he made good grades.
“Every time someone made fun
of me, it just motivated me. If
you said I was a nerd, I was
gonna be the best nerd possible.”
Brooks went on to explain
how he stayed motivated about
his education even after
becoming a college football
star. He knew a career ending
injury could be around the
corner, so he kept his education

in the forefront. “You have to
have a foundation to fall back
on, and that’s called education
… Your education is not plan
B, it’s plan A.”
Brooks also warned the
children about making sound
decisions. “There is no such
thing as a temporary decision in
my mind because it affects your
future.” He gave the example of
how the temporary decision he
made not to party in college led
him to graduate.
One might have thought
they were listening to Pastor
Brooks after he sermonized the
need for respect.
He admonished his
audience to respect themselves
and their elders. “Respect the
elders in your life, period.
They’ve lived on this earth
longer than you. Some of us
may have elders that are doing
things that aren’t right, but

that’s no excuse to disrespect
them…It says in the bible that
those that disrespect their
elders, their days are short.”
He went on to preach the need
for respecting oneself. “Since
opinions are formed by looking at
someone, if you don’t want a
wrong opinion formed of you,
don’t dress a certain way.” He told
the boys to put belts on and tuck in
their shirts, and girls to cover it up.
“Everybody don’t need to know
what God gave you.”
Young ladies were minded
to watch their mouths. “If you
want young men to talk to you a
certain way, watch how you talk
to yourselves.” He spoke from
experience having a 16-year-old
daughter. “I know the language
that’s used. If you don’t want
someone to call you ‘b’s’ than

BROOKS

continued on pg. 6

Local Teens Hit Grand Slam
With TASCO Centers

S T. P E T E R S B U R G - I f
you’re active in community
events, a parent of a teenager, or a
teen yourself, the name TASCO
should be a household name.
TASCO (Teen Arts, Sports, and
Cultural Opportunities) is part of the
City of St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation Department and made
possible with a grant funded by the
Juvenile Welfare Board. TASCO
was created with one goal in mind; to
help educate and inspire the at-risk
teenage demographic to succeed.
TASCO is divided into two
parts: center based TASCO and
city-wide TASCO.
The center based TASCO
organizations are the eleven recreation centers throughout St.

Petersburg, such as Childs Park and
Gladden Park. These rec centers
develop youth and teen programs,
community social events, and offer
before and after school care. Center
based TASCO also offers holiday
activities to community members,
as well as, summer activities and
teen volunteering opportunities.
Each center services the residents in
the immediate area. With grants
available to help struggling
families, no one is turned away.
Supervisor Bobby Valenti
heads up the city-wide TASCO and
oversees three main areas: special
events, sports, and technology.
With the help of his three fulltime
employees and almost fifty parttimers, Valenti is excited about his
role in the community and the

TASCO

continued on pg. 5

Bobby Valenti
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

BY BENJAMIN
TODD JEALOUS

All of last
week, I was in
Sanford, Florida,
pursuing justice for Trayvon
Martin. I listened to community
concerns about the Sanford
Police Department, and rallied
with Trayvon’s parents and
30,000 others in Sanford, a town
with only 50,000 residents.
As a son, father, brother and
uncle, the loss of another young
black man in an avoidable,
violent confrontation hit close to
home. I recalled my teen and
early adult years, where making it
to adulthood was considered an
accomplishment
among
my
peers. I understand the fear that
lies in the hearts of millions of
parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles – the fear that this could

happen to their loved one.
Despite the awful truth of
Feb. 26, Tracy Martin and
Sybrina Fulton have been pillars
of courage. Like Mamie Till after
the brutal murder of her son
Emmett, Tracy and Sybrina have
stood and shown the world what
hate and violence has done to
their child. The nation and the
world have responded. Their
leadership has resulted in a global
movement for justice for Trayvon
and, most recently, in the
appointment of a special prosecutor to review their son’s case.
The Seminole County branch
of the NAACP has played a
critical role in igniting this
movement for justice in Sanford.
On Thursday – in light of
pressure from Seminole County
NAACP
President
Turner
Clayton and the branch to step
aside – Sanford Police Chief Bill

Lee temporarily resigned from
his post. Along with the ongoing
Department of Justice investigation, it is heartening to see that
t h e wh eel s o f j u s t i ce are i n
motion.
It is clear that the Sanford
police badly mishandled the
investigation into Trayvon’s
death. The routine mishandling of
similar cases by police, prosecutors and judges has eroded the
Sanford community’s trust and
fueled the perception that justice
for our young men and boys is of
little consequence to law
officials. It is vitally important
that the state’s attorney assigned
to this case handles it with
passion and an eye for justice.
Trayvon’s
family,
the
Sanford community and the
world lost a precious gift in
Trayvon. Unfortunately, he is
not the only young person we’ve

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - Even
while we see jobs coming back,
the tsunami created by the Great
Recession is hitting cities and
counties with full force. Suffolk
County, one of the largest New
York counties, has declared a
financial emergency. Stockton,
CA, a city of 300,000, is on the
verge of bankruptcy.
As the cities go belly up, the 1
percent are back. A new report by
Emmanuel Saez, the nation’s
leading academic expert on
income inequality, shows that the
top 1 percent captured a staggering 93 percent of all the real
income growth in 2010. The
bottom 99 percent captured only
0.2 percent after losing nearly 12
percent from 2007-09. For the 99
percent, the loses in the Great
Recession erased all income gains
since the last recession in 2002.

In cities, the crisis is forcing
harsh cuts in services. As New
York City Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg put it, “Towns and
counties across the state are
starting to have to make the real
choices — fewer cops, fewer
firefighters, slower ambulance
response, less teachers.”
Cities and counties could
muffle the effect for a couple of
years, but now, the day of
reckoning is hitting — and hitting
hard.
Lower property values, the
result of the housing bubble crash,
are now being registered in tax
valuations. Millions were lost
as the banks trampled the law
while dodging recording and
transfer fees o n m o rt g ag es .
Unemployment and poverty put
greater pressure on budgets, particularly on health care through
Medicaid. The losses suffered by
pe nsion fu n d s fo rce h i g h er
payments by public employers.
The high unemployment
economy generates lower sales

and income tax revenues.
Across America, cities and
counties are cutting muscle, not
fat. Teachers and police are being
laid off. Parks are closing. Sewer
and road repairs are being put off.
And brutal battles are beginning
with public workers, forced to pay
for a crisis they did not create.
America is a rich nation, but
our wealth is now too concentrated among the few. As in Iraq, we
squander trillions in foolish wars
of choice abroad. The wealthiest
Americans pay lower tax rates
than their secretaries.
These should not be controversial statements. We can’t
simply tell a young generation
that the American Dream is a
nightmare for them. We can’t
have a prosperous economy if the
middle class is sinking. We will
not long be a democracy if the
wealthiest pocket the rewards and
check out of building the nation.
Yet it is striking how many in
both parties are in denial. All of
the Republican candidates call for

lost to senseless violence.
Trayvon’s killing and the city’s
failure to bring his killer to
justice exemplifies patterns of
racial profiling and the devaluation of black men by law
enforcement. Across the country,
our precious sons and daughters
are being sacrificed all too frequently, with justice arriving far
too infrequently, if ever.
We won’t let it continue to
happen. We will keep speaking
out, and we will keep raising our
voices for Trayvon and for all of
our precious children. In Sanford,
I saw a strong community willing
to band together in the face of
tragedy and raise its collective
voice for justice. We need a
continued national commitment
to ensure that we fix the Sanford
Police Department, and we need
to keep the movement rolling to
demand justice for Trayvon.

more top-end tax cuts, more
military spending and harsher
cuts in schools and infrastructure.
Congressional Republicans block
even modest support for cities to
keep teachers and cops on the job.
Democrats like Steny Hoyer call
for a grand bargain that begins by
raising the retirement age on the
next generation, a cruel reform
that hits the poorest workers the
hardest.
We can’t go on this way. Do
we assume that a recovery that
benefits the few will trickle
down to the rest of us? Do we so
hate government that we will
starve vital services like schools
and police? Are we so divided
that we don’t care if poor
children have health care or a fair
start?
We face the reckoning. We
can keep going on the path we’ve
been on, or change our course. To
do that, Americans will have to
mobilize, take on the entrenched
interests and demand a change.
We have to choose.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Volunteers Continue To
Support Survivability
Of Happy Workers

From left to right, Eric Schlecht, Director Evadne Tilbury, Ken Young and Kelly Bergin

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - A few
committed volunteers from the
First Presbyterian Church spruced
up the paint in the nursery at
Happy Workers Children’s Center
last Saturday, Mar. 24.
“Our mission committee,
known as ‘Mission Possible,’ has
supported Happy Workers both
physically and financially for the
past five years, and we do this at
least two times a year,” volunteer
Eric Schlecht stated. “We’re here
today to paint the top half of the
nursery walls that need attention
due to bleed through stains that
are present.” Larry Kirsch,
another church volunteer, assisted
with spreading mulch around the
swings in the playground area.
This effort falls on the heels
of approximately 69 volunteers
from several different corporations that converged on Happy
Workers Children’s Center for
its Day of Caring held this past
October. Those volunteers chose
to provide services for projects
that the school identified as
needed to improve the grounds
and interior of the facility. Happy
Workers, located at 920 19th
Street south, has been providing
quality child care to students and
families since 1929.
Happy Workers Children’s
Center provides care for children
ages two months to five years and
their families with quality
childcare and innovative early
childhood education in culturally
vibrant South St. Petersburg.
Beyond basic childcare,
Happy Workers Children’s
Center provides innovative
early childhood education
through a values-driven, familybased curriculum. The curriculum at Happy Workers is
infused with the Reggio Emilia
Approach — noted by many of
the most respected educators
and researchers of our time as
the most exceptional example of
high quality early education the
world has ever seen.
This approach views children

as competent, resourceful,
curious, imaginative, inventive
and possess a desire to interact
and communicate with others.
At Happy Workers, children
participate in the construction of
knowledge in an environment
that is supportive and nurturing.
This environment also provokes
their cognitive, intellectual,
social, emotional and physical
capabilities.
Services of Happy Workers
Children’s Center are provided on
a sliding fee scale ensuring that
every child is cared for, well
prepared and developmentally
ready to enter school.
“If it weren’t for the volunteers, I think life sometimes
would be very tough,” executive
director of Happy Workers,
Evadne Tilbury said. “We want
to send out a hug. Thanks to all
volunteers. They come back continually and very timely.”
The projects volunteers
worked on at the center included
cosmetic touch ups of the building,
children’s playground clean-up
and smooth leveling of mulch and
sand, decorating the office and
studio, and cleaning and organizing several sheds packed to the
brim behind closed doors.
The City of St. Petersburg
pitched in and provided help with
removing about two dumpsters
full of loaded trash. The Mount
Zion Progressive Baptist Church,

located west of the center, also
provided additional parking for
volunteers when needed.
“They (volunteers) displayed
a wonderful spirit of enthusiasm
from cleaning up the ‘Peace
Garden,’to hanging pictures in the
studio. This was a huge task
pulled off by three huge teams
working together as one united
team for the children and it was
truly amazing. It gave the center a
beautiful face lift.”
Tilbury recently accepted the
position of director for the center
and did inherit some challenges
with finances and needed improvements to the building and land.
“Our goal is to restore the
school to its former glory and
its significance to the surroundi n g co m m u n i t y, ” Ti l b u ry
explained. With that in mind,
an open house was held to
rededicate the Peace Garden.
“We will offer a summer
peace camp that will include well
balanced fun-filled educational
activities for our students,”
Tilbury states. St Petersburg
College literacy coaches will participate and many of the activities
will be held outdoors.
The center is inviting all
alumni, parents, friends and caregivers to support their efforts. For
more information on how to pitch
in and help Happy Workers
remain vibrant and effective in the
community, call 727-894-5337.

Founded in 1929

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

Trayvon Martin has become a household name
for many of us. Conversations about this young man
erupt in our homes, workplaces, churches, and
community. Why? Perhaps Trayvon represents the
innocent child in all of us. For some, his name
invokes fear of what could happen to our unsuspecting fathers, brothers, sons, and nephews.
Although all of the facts in the case against
Trayvon's accuser have not been disclosed, I
cannot help but wonder whether stereotyping,
prejudice, discrimination, and/or racism were
key factors in his death.
Last week I talked with some of my students
about the “availability heuristic.” According to
social psychologists, the availability heuristic is
what we often use to categorize people. We use the
characteristics of one person to categorize all people
who have similar characteristics to that person. The

problem with using the availability heuristic is that it
sometimes leads us to categorize people without
knowing who they really are. In other words, use of
the availability heuristic can lead to racial profiling.
It appears that Trayvon was unfairly categorized as a menace to society. As a result, we are
grieving the loss of another African American child
and praying that this sort of violence against our
youth will end.
I am developing a new attitude toward Ghandi
and King's nonviolent philosophy. If our society
was nonviolent, we would not be discussing the
brevity of Trayvon's life due to what seems to be a
senseless act of violence. Instead, we might be discussing the wondrous lives ahead of all of our
children as we rear them to become the next leaders
and stewards of our world. Nonviolence could be
what our world needs to redeem its soul.

North American Miss Jr. Teen
State Finalist - Naomi Larkins

ST. PETERSBURG - Miss
Naomi Larkins has been chosen
as a State Finalist in the
National American Miss Florida
Junior Teen Pageant to be held
July 22-23 at the Hyatt Regency
Grand Cypress in Orlando.
The pageant is held for girls
ages 13-15. The winner will
receive a $1,000 cash award and
a chance to compete in the
national pageant held at
Disneyland in California.
The fifteen year old is
currently enrolled in AP and
honors classes in the Medical
Magnet Program at Boca Ciega
High School. Her extra curricular activities include playing

high school basketball, participating in the Youth Council,
visiting the mentally challenged
enrolled in the PAR program,
and working with and raising
money for varies charities.
Larkins’ academic goal is to
e n r o l l i n S t . P e t e r s b u rg
Collegiate High School in her
junior year so that she can
graduate high school with both
her diploma and an Associated
in Arts Degree from SPC.
Miss Larkins is currently
looking for corporate sponsorship as she transitions into the
pageant and modeling fields.
Her goal is to raise $440 by
April 15. If you are interested in

supporting this talented young
lady, you can reach her mother
Erin Larkins at 727-563-6605.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officer
Lt. Colonel Lottie Brimm, USAR

BY EMMA CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Lottie Brimm is the fifth child
in a family of seven siblings.
Always very serious and studious,
she was the salutatorian of her
Gibbs High School class. She then
went to Temple University in
Pennsylvania to study nursing.
Exactly ten years later, she returned
to St. Petersburg and went to work
for the state of Florida
at the Pinellas County Health
Department. In 1981, she went
into the Army at the rank of
Captain.
“I was told by my friends that
it was an excellent experience, and

I wanted to be a part of it. Believe
me when I tell you that it was interesting, but it was far from easy. I
was not familiar with all of the
technical terms for the equipment
or procedures we needed to know,
so I had to study intensely,” said
Brimm. “The experience was
different for me because I went in
as an officer without any prior
military knowledge or experience.
Yes, I had nursing experience, but I
knew very little about the military.
There was so much to learn with
very little time to learn it.
However, the members of my unit
did not allow me to be a hindrance
to them or to myself. They made
sure that I was prepared. That is,
they dressed me appropriately,

taught me how to salute, and taught
me how to respond to soldiers on
all levels. We were truly a unified
group. I spent twelve years as a
part of the US Army.”
In addition to the Army and
the Health Department, Brimm
worked with the Department of
Elder Affairs. She often serves as
a liaison to the PCHD and
community health activities, acts
as an advisors/mentor for local
student nurses preparing for their
careers, and participates in
projects of professional affiliations. She is a member of the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
and the Black Nurses Association.
She also maintains contact with
her special military unit.

Sarah Elizabeth Brown
Sarah Elizabeth Brown, the youngest daughter of five
children born to the late John and Mattie Cobb Fledger,
was born March 14, 1927, in Holopaw, Florida and passed
away Saturday, March 17, 2012. Sarah grew up and
attended school in Holopaw and Orlando. Mrs. Brown
later attended and graduated from, what was known then
as Gibbs Community College in St. Petersburg, where she
majored in Business Administration.
Mrs. Brown was both a member and served as church
secretary for Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, which she joined upon accepting Christ in her
life in 1956 and remained an active member for over 55
years. Those who knew her can attest to her immaculate
taste in fashion which yielded her to be elected as one of
the Top Ten Best Dressed Women in St. Petersburg and
was notated in the local newspapers.
She will be greatly missed by her loving and only
child, Patricia King-Malone of Cleveland, OH; her granddaughters Marqueniqua Gaskin-Samuels, Sharon Jackson
of St. Petersburg, Chiniqua Johnson of Buford, GA and
Cassandra Johnson of Cleveland, OH, as well as many
other relatives and friends.

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Joshua Bholai
New Resident, New Citizen, New Life

Joshua Bholai is very excited about his
life at this point. Although he is looking for
work in a city that he has just recently
decided to call home, he is excited about the
overall possibilities that St. Petersburg holds
for his future. Just being in the city of
sunshine, pelicans and beaches makes him
happy. The warm weather reminds him of his
native country, but job possibilities are better
here, even in the middle of a tough economy.
Bholai believes that his dreams can be
realized in St. Petersburg.
Born and reared in Trinidad, Bholai
graduated from St. James Government
Secondary School. After graduation, he
moved to New Jersey. Life was good for him
there, for it was in New Jersey that he met his
girl friend and fell in love. Problems began,
however, when they moved to Atlanta for the
job opportunities they heard were there.
“That was the biggest mistake we could have
made,” said Bholai. “The second day we
were there, the apartment we were living in
was burglarized. Can you believe it?
Everything was taken…clothes, furniture,
and everything else! The only possessions
left were the clothes on our backs. We had
not even gotten any jobs. I moved back to
Trinidad and stayed there for five years.”
During those five years, Bholai was able
to be on hand to help his mother as she battled
a number of health problems. His face lights
up when he talks about the things his mother
made sure he and his siblings enjoyed while
he was growing up. He proudly speaks of the
values she taught and the many hours she
worked to see that they were able to live relatively comfortably. He finds it truly difficult
to see her needing the help of others just to
live from day to day. It is an emotionally
painful experience for him to think or talk
about it. “My mom was our rock. Now, she
needs care. She is an amazing woman.”

Bholai has dreams of owning his own
business someday. He envisions a spa-like
environment for men. According to Bholai,
“We men enjoy being pampered too, even if
we are reluctant to admit it. It needs to be a
place where we can get a haircut, play a game
of pool, watch sports on the television, have
snacks with a cold drink and just relax. Right
now, I am looking for a job in the customer
service field. I give 110% to any job I do, so
I plan to work hard. I became a naturalized
citizen in March. I am just waiting to take the
oath. That is the greatest birthday present a
person can get. I will celebrate my birthday
and my American citizenship next Tuesday.”
Like most young men, Bholai wants to
find his princess, get married and have a
family. His friends describe him as honest,
loyal, sincere, and just a very good person.
He says, “I just live the way my mother
taught us to live. I learned to cook and take
care of things around me, go to work, be kind
to others, and be respectful.”
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continued on pg. 5

opportunities he has to help local
teenagers.
“We partner with the eleven
centers, the boys and girls club,
the police department, fire department, and homeschoolers. Any
teen friendly organization I can
partner with I will,” Valenti says.
The TASCO Technology
Center brings arts, sports, and
cultural activities to countless area
teens that may not otherwise be
able to enjoy them. Located in an
old baseball clubhouse, at
1320 Fifth St. N., the TASCO
Technology Center is known
among longtime St. Petersburg
residents to once house some of
baseball’s greats.
But today, although outfitted
with old-time photos and memorabilia, its o r i g i n a l w o o d
b e a m s s t i l l exposed, the
TASCO center plays home to
up-to-date, state of the art
equipment, dedicated staff
members, and area teens looking
to enjoy both. Valenti’s team of
experts get to work each day
planning and providing services
throughout the community for
area teens.
One way is through the teen
technology classes which are
offered afterschool to teenagers
who are interested in the field of
technology. These free to teen
classes create the opportunity for
teenagers to build and refine their
skills in photography, audio, and
video arts. Interested students can
also try their hand at creating
computers from scratch. Classes
are geared toward grades 6-12.
They provide hands-on experience culminating with the
creation of projects.
Good sportsmanship, fun,
and a positive learning experience
are the three main pillars of the
city-wide TASCO sports leagues.
“Our leagues are very
organized and everyone must
shake hands before and after
the game, so they are learning
the principles involved. We
don’t have a lot of fighting,”
Valenti explains.
Male, female, and coed teams
are available at both beginner and
advanced levels. Depending on
the season, middle and high school
teens can enjoy such sports as
dodge ball, volleyball, basketball,
and flag football.

Interested teenagers are
encouraged to join at any of the
City of St. Petersburg Recreation
Centers. Any residents can form
their own team, along with any
organization, such as a church
youth group or non-profit organization. Fees are kept at a
minimum in an effort to reach as
many young people as possible.
“Most organizations have an
administration overhead; we have
none. The city pays our staff
allowing us to use 100 percent of
any donations to go right to teen
programs,” says Valenti.
The third leg of the city-wide
TASCO organization is the
special events. Various events,
such as Summer Extreme where
area kids have fun in the sun, and
even a Valentine’s Semi-Formal
are scheduled throughout the year
aimed at encouraging teens to
interact in a safe, yet fun environment.
Other annual events, such as
the Mayor’s Youth Showcase in
which neighborhood teens are
recognized for their achievement,
excellence and community contributions is also sponsored by the
TASCO Teen Program. The
intense and horrific Halloween
event, the Field of Screams production is also held annually at
Boyd Hill Environmental Study
Grounds and is said to be, “one of
the best scares in Tampa Bay!”
With over a hundred events
scheduled each year, city-wide
TASCO is achieving its goal to
reach out to the local community.
Support services are provided to
organizations holding teen
spe cific e ve n t s . S erv i ces
available include D.J. rental,
inflatable games, and sound and
light system setups, along with
the use of a young, energetic
staff. TASCO services are
available to schools, churches,
and even offer hard economically hit areas in St. Petersburg
support for a minimal fee.
So, whether you’re a teenager
looking to get involved through
volunteering or wanting to
partake in some of the educational courses, community events,
and exciting community activities, center based and city-wide
TASCO has something to offer
the local community and area
teens alike.
“We’re teaching life skills,”
Valenti concludes, “We’re
teaching them life skills.”

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Takaya Wright and Savannah Floystad
practice their production skills.

Friday, March 30 - Premier Art Benefit featuring live jazz in
the gardens. Presented by Carla Bristol. Come experience
the collection of William Kwamena-Poh. All proceeds
benefit Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum.
Live Performances by Cleo Hart |R.E.X.T |Stacy Rush. 6-9
p.m. 2240 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. For information call
727-565-3930 or email carla.bristol@verizon.net.

James Burnett and Keenan Batson

and
tribulations,
women
without role models, maps and
agendas were determined to
pursue their passion in spite of
being denied access to certain
opportunities.
Sorors Alvina Laurence
and Cooper Dawson presented
to this year’s Footprint Awards
recipients a Sigma plaque and
The
beautiful
flowers.
honorees
for
community
service
includes;
Edith
Mitchell Boyd, Cheryl Clinton,
Moore,
Ronnell
Virginia
Montgomery, Debra FiggsSanders and Leila McNealWilson; In education, the late
Willie Mae “Dear” Johnson
and Deborah Mobley; in
health, Margarette Nelson and
Dr. Delceda Walker, and in
religion, Gloria Baker, Dr.
Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler and
Minister Joanne Rainey. The

Saturday, March 31 - Fundraiser for our Sistah Friend,
Raynetta Mobley who is battling a debilitating disease.
This event will be held from noon to 5 p.m. at SIMPLY
NATURAL, 1622 Central Ave. ALL proceeds will be given
to Ms. Mobley to help defray her mounting costs. This is
open to the public, and checks, cash or a purchase of an
item will be greatly appreciated. For more information
contact Sharon Melville, 667-5370.
Saturday, April 7 - Soul Fest 2012. Sponsored by The
Well, Rehoboth Faith Cathedral Tampa, Archbishop Willie
and Glenda Bolden. Lowry Park in Tampa 10 a.m. until 5
p.m. Music, food and more!

Tyler Thompson and Daylan Perkins, students at TASCO
Technology Center

Wednesday, May 2 - Nurse Midwife Mary Karoma has
delivered over 3000 babies in Sierra Leone and never lost
a single mom or baby. As Director of the All African
People’s Development and Empowerment Project, Nurse
Mary is training midwives and has established a birth clinic
along with four community vegetable farms and a vocational institute. See and hear her inspirational story
starting at 6:30 p.m. 1000 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. For
more information, visit africasfuturetour.wordpress.com
or call 727-683-9949. This event is free to the public.

PLEASE
Support OUR
Advertisers
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Adrene Sherrod and Emily Hall,
Youth Development Workers at TASCO

EBS Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Footprint Service Awards
Epsilon
Beta
Sigma
chapter, Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc., recently celebrated their eight annual
Award
Footprint
Service
Brunch at the Hilton St.
Petersburg, Carillon Park
Saturday, March 17.
Thirteen women were recognized for their outstanding
service in the areas of
Community
Service,
Education,
Health
and
Religion. Women all over the
world, especially during the
month
of
March
are
commended for their personal
journey and monumental contribution to the society in
which they live.
Throughout history, phenomenal and tenacious women
fought for their right to learn
and to become formally
educated. Through their trials

Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc., 920 19th St S, St.
Petersburg. 727-894-5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks.
6:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Breakfast, lunch and
afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted. Free slots for 23
children if parents are eligible and meet financial criteria.

Lillie M. McGarrah scholarship was presented to Sigma’s
Rhoer Club member, Jasmine
Mims, a senior.
Keynote Speaker Vikki T.
Gaskin-Butler, reminded the
audience that we are surrounded daily by strong influential
women who have helped to
shape our destiny. “I am all of
the women I admire,” she said
referring to her mother, Victoria
Martin-Gaskin, other family
members, and other women
who have inspired her. In recognition to the honorees, she
stated, “I am Delceda GaskinWalker, the Dr. of Pharmacy;” I
am Margarette Nelson, the
nurse; I am Deborah FiggsSanders,
the
Executive
Director. I am all of these
honorees.”
Dr. Butler’s message
reflected upon an age old

custom, where women sat
around the kitchen table reminiscing, telling stories and
finding solutions to whatever
the problems were that day. Her
message was timely, spiritual,
informative and energizing.
The program would not
have been complete without
mistress of ceremony Pastor
Edie Darling; Saxophonist
Henry Ashwood; dance performance by Michelle Early,
and soloist Sabrina Patrick.
The morning activities
concluded with gifts presented
at each table followed by a
song “To God Be The Glory.”
A reading by Soror Laverne
Roberts with closing prayers
by Soror Diane Coar rounded
out the program. Martha
Philpott served as committee
chair, Teresa G. Williams,
Chapter Basileus.

Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
is requesting subcontractor and material quotes
for the following project:
I-275 from SR60 to Hillsborough River
Reconstruction Improvements
Hillsborough County, Florida
State of Florida, Dept. of Transportation
DESIGN BUILD PROJECT #E7F75

DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND
SUPPLIERS ARE STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE!
Quotes are due on April 6, 2012
PLEASE FAX ALL QUOTES TO 303-776-0072
OR E-MAIL TO vshirley@flatironcorp.com
To obtain detailed project information,
please e-mail your request to bidresponse@flatironcorp.com
Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
10188 E I-25 Frontage Road, Firestone, CO 80504

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

CLASSIFIED
CHILDCARE DIRECTOR POSITION: Do you have what it takes to
provide quality childcare, as a director of a Christian Daycare
Center? If so call 727-481-5622 today. A new job is waiting for you.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE

w w w. T h e We e k l y C h a l l e n g e r N e w s p a p e r. c o m

$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BLACK HISTORY

continued from front page

don’t call yourselves that.”
The audience erupted with
clapping and cheers.
Brooks posed a question to
the audience. He wanted to
know if they were going to go
out and disseminate the life
lessons he espoused. “If you
don’t tell someone about what
you learned today, the information goes dead.”
Hands raised with excitement and answers ranged from
telling others to “stay in school”
to “it’s ok to be a nerd.”
Before leaving, Brooks
challenged everyone in the
room to make a difference. He

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

Regina Anderson

Mayor Bill Foster

explained that you do not have
to be a professional athlete or a
movie star to effect change.
“The only thing you need to

David Jezek, President
YMCA, presents Brooks with
Certificate of Appreciation

make a difference is a willing
heart and God-given faith.
That’s a role model to me.”

Derrick Brooks, center, poses for a photograph with Starling Elementary.

Edutainment With
Corey Thornton

B e f or e D er r ick B rooks
took the stage, the audience was
treated to entertainment by local
rapper Corey Thornton (Knuckle
Headz). He considers his brand of
music “edutainment.” (Education
+ entertainment)
Since many of today’s youth
are exposed to negative influences, he strives to emphasize
positive messages. “The secret to
my success is that I take the sound
of what they listen to on the radio
and put it to encouragement
lyrics,” explained Thornton.
Thornton wrote an anti-bully
video called “Don’t Bully Me”
that has gotten great response on
Youtube. He pulled students in
from different counties in the
Tampa Bay Area to work on the
video. To his surprise, a school
district in Victoria, Australia
contacted him to let him know that
they are using his material to teach
their students.
Also, he received a call from a
school in Egypt wanting his lyrics

Regina Anderson, born May
21, 1901, was a professional
librarian in New York City; her
Master of Library Science was
from Columbia University. She
also studied at Wilberforce
University in Ohio and the
University of Chicago.
In her role as a librarian for
the New York Public Library,
and as an individual, Regina
Anderson
sponsored
and
promoted many artists and
projects in the movement
known
as
the
Harlem
Renaissance.
Regina Anderson, Ethel Ray
Nance, and Gwendolyn Bennett
made their apartment available

as a salon or meeting place of
the artists and intellectuals of
the Harlem Renaissance. It was
at a dinner March 21, 1924,
which Anderson, Nash, and
Bennett urged Charles Johnson
to organize, that W.E.B.
DuBois, Jean Toomer, Countee
Cullin, Langston Hughes,
James Weldon Johnson, and
others essentially began the
movement called the Harlem
Renaissance with readings and
speeches.
Regina Anderson helped
found the Krigwa Players (later
the Negro Experimental Theatre
or
Harlem
Experimental
Theatre) with W. E. B. Du Bois.
She helped it find a home in the
basement of the 135th Street
Public Library in Harlem, and
Anderson wrote several plays
under her pseudonym Ursula or
Ursala Trelling.
In 1926, Regina Anderson
married William T. Andrews, a
New York State Assembly rep-

resentative.
Regina Anderson worked
with groups such as the National
Council of Women and the
National Urban League, which
she represented at the United
States
Commission
for
UNESCO. She retired from the
New York Public Library in
1967.
In 1981, Anderson said in an
interview, looking at the
progress of African Americans
in theater arts, “It gives me a
great deal of personal satisfaction to have lived to see much of
what we and other pioneers
worked to achieve becoming a
reality. However, we need more
and more opportunities for our
actors, writers, and directors.”
Regina Anderson was one
of ten African American women
whose contributions were recognized at the 1939 World’s Fair
in New York. She died in
Ossining, NY, in 1993.

Abused And Neglected
Children Need Advocates –
Become A Guardian Ad Litem

ST. PETERSBURG - Over
1000 children in Pinellas County
do not have a volunteer Guardian
ad Litem.
As a Guardian ad Litem, you
advocate in court and in the child
welfare system for abused,
ab a n d o n e d , o r n e g l e c t e d
children.

The Guardian ad Litem visits
the child every month, becomes
familiar with the child’s case, and
makes recommendations to the
court to help ensure the child has
a safe, caring, and stable home.
No prior experience is
necessary; you will be well
trained and supported by an

experienced supervisory and
legal staff.
Once trained, volunteers
spend an average of ten hours a
month. To attend an informational meeting, call Maria at
72 7 - 4 6 4 - 6 5 2 8 , o r g o t o
www.guardianadlitem6.org, for
more information.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Local rapper Corey Thornton (Knuckle Headz) entertains

so that they could be translated.
“A lot of countries are so hungry
about education, and they are
watching what we’re doing in
America,” said Thornton.
Thornton plans to travel all
over the world with his message.
Locally he has had great success
throughout the Tampa Bay Area.
The Knuckle Headz have been

recognized as “Best Educators of
The Year” from the Pinellas
County School District; by Bay
news 9 as “Educational Heroes,”
as well as numerous other awards.
“I love what I do, and I’m
gonna keep doing it,” Thornton
commented. For more information on Corey Thornton, visit his
website at coreythornton.com.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO
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ENTERTAINMENT
Aretha Franklin Celebrates
70th, Talks New Music

BY NEKESA MUMBI
MOODY
AP MUSIC WRITER

NEW YORK (AP) Aretha Franklin has a lot more
than her 70th birthday to
celebrate: She’s reuniting with
one of her musical mentors,
Clive Davis, for a new album.
In an interview at her
swanky birthday party last
Saturday, Franklin said she
and Davis, who helped
engineer her comeback in the
1980s, would be working on
new music.
“I have re-signed with
Clive Davis, so I’m recording
with Clive again,’’ said
Franklin of the music mogul,
who is associated with Sony
Music Entertainment.
Franklin said that after
Davis’ birthday next month,
“we’re going to sit together
and decide what it is we’re
going to record.’’
Davis sat next to Franklin
for most of the night at the
soiree at the Helmsley Park
Lane Hotel, which included a
sit-down dinner, a dance performance and a mini-concert

that featured rising jazz pianist
Kris Bowers.
Other guests included
Diane Sawyer, Rev. Al
Sharpton,
and
Willie
Wilkerson,
Franklin’s
longtime companion and
briefly this year her fiancé.
Wilkerson
stood
by
Franklin’s side as she cut her
three-tier, lime-green birthday
cake
while
the
crowd
serenaded her with Stevie
Wonder’s version of “Happy
Birthday.’’
When asked whether
marriage might once again be
in her future, the Queen of
Soul simply said: “We’ll see
what happens.’’
As far as future workrelated plans, she was looking
forward to performances in
California and said she was
helping negotiate a record
contract for her grandson. Her
planned biopic is on hold. “It’s
in a limbo position,’’ she said.
“It’s just a lot going on.’’
On
Saturday
night,
Franklin hung out with friends
long after the party’s designated end time.
At one point, she joked

WBTT Scores Again
With ‘Sammy Tonight’

that she was turning back the
hands of time.
“I was wondering, `What
is it going to be like to be 50?’
I can tell you now it feels like
40,’’ she said as the crowd
laughed.
She then made reference to
the film “The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button,’’ about a
man who gets younger as he
ages.
“So remember Benjamin
Buttons?’’ she said. “Ree Ree
Buttons!’’

Richie’s Classics
Freshly Done On New CD
BY MICHAEL MCCALL
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lionel Richie named his
new album “Tuskegee’’ for his
Alabama hometown, a subtle
reference to his southern roots.
By remaking his hits with such
country stars as Tim McGraw,
Willie Nelson, and Shania
Twain, he makes those ties
explicit.
“Tuskegee’’ may play on a
well-worn concept — a
legendary singer pairing with
younger artists on classic
tunes. But, with few exceptions, these recordings come
off as carefully considered,
with fresh arrangements that
highlight the strengths of the
material and the talents
involved.
Richie’s voice sounds as

smooth and rich as ever,
adding new wrinkles to his
phrasing. Of the guests, those
rising to the occasion include
Sugarland’s Jennifer Nettles,
who performs a dramatically
beautiful “Hello’’; country
rocker Jason Aldean, who
shows he’s a fine balladeer on
“Say You, Say Me;’’ and
Kenny
Chesney,
whose
intimate tones work well on the
romantic “My Love.’’ Only a
couple of songs don’t work:
Jimmy Buffett, for one, turns
“All Night Long’’ into a steeldrum workout that sounds stiff
instead of joyous.
All in all, Richie proves his
middle-of-the-road pop has
more in common these days
with contemporary country
than with modern pop. The
album also underscores that

his lifetime it can be candidly said that Sammy
Davis, Jr. was always trying to make a difference.
His friendship circle included the Kennedy brothers,
who were both civil rights pioneers. Davis also
marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
De’Zhon Fields, the star of the show, is also an
accomplished singer and dancer. He has more than
10 years of professional vocal and dance experience,
and he captures and delivers the style and spirit of
Sammy Davis, Jr. In fact, even his physical features
strongly resemble those of Davis’. Fields was simply
outstanding. His vocals were melodically superb and
his stage presence flawless. Fields first appearance
as Sammy Davis, Jr. in a tribute show was in 2002 in
Vancouver, Washington. He has also appeared as
Davis in all the major “Rat Pack” shows.
Hats off to background vocalists Tsadok Porter,
an old favorite of mine, and Eboni Denise Lavender
who was making her debut with WBTT. Credit
must also be extended to bandleader Jay Dodge,
bass guitar, and his outstanding musicians Jamar
Camp, auxiliary keyboards, Nathan Mitchell, piano,
and Xavier Murray, drums. The vocalists and band
musicians missed not one note nor beat.
“Sammy Tonight” continues through Sunday,
April 1. To check ticket availability, call the box office
at 941-366-1505 or visit the website: www.wbttsrq.org.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting
Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would
like to hear from YOU! You may visit my website at:
www. rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
Lionel Richie’s new CD
“Tuskegee”

country music, or any genre,
benefits from strong melodies
and powerful performances.
“Deep River Woman,’’ a
song Richie wrote and
recorded with country group
Alabama, sounds even better
when paired with the prettier,
and more complex, harmonies
of Nashville vocal group Little
Big Town.

Oprah Winfrey Interviews SC
Mom Who Killed Kids

ORANGEBURG (AP) —
Talk show host and media
mogul Oprah Winfrey has
conducted a jailhouse
i n t e rv iew w ith a S outh
Carolina mother who pleaded
guilty to killing her two sons.
Winfrey went to the jail in
Orangeburg last week where
30-year-old Shaquan Duley is
awaiting sentencing.
Wi n f r e y i n t e r v i e w e d
Duley’s family in September
2010, a month after Duley suf-

How do they do it? One after another, West
Coast Black Theatre Troup (WBTT) produces outstanding shows. Believe it or not, they’ve scored
again with their latest production entitled “Sammy
Tonight!” It is a tribute to the man who was called
“greatest living entertainer in the world”, Sammy
Davis, Jr. “Sammy Tonight” is a musical revue
featuring De’Zhon Fields who has traveled the
world showcasing the legendary icon. Created as a
result of the collaboration of Fields and WBTT’s
founder and Artistic Director Nate Jacobs, the production features songs considered to be “Sammy
Davis classics” as well as other music from that era.
Only unless you have been given the
“mushroom” treatment have you never heard of
Sammy Davis, Jr. In 1964 I was fortunate to have seen
Sammy Davis, Jr. in person starring in the Broadway
Musical “Golden Boy.” Popular vocalist and dancer
Lola Falana was also featured in the production. That
was the only occasion I had to see Davis in person, but
I have seen him many, many times on television.
Talented beyond measure, Sammy Davis, Jr.
was not only a dancer and singer, but was also
known for his impersonations of actors and other
celebrities. His start in the entertainment business
was as a child vaudevillian with his father and uncle
as the Will Mastin Trio. Later on as an adult, Davis
went on to become a world famous recording artist,
television and film star. He also became a member
of the highly publicized “Frank Sinatra’s Rat Pack.”
Even though he could do it all including sing, dance,
act, do stand-up or play different musical instruments, as an African American he was a victim of
racism throughout his entire life, and was a large
financial supporter of Civil Rights causes. During

focated her 2-year-old and 18month-old sons, then tried to
stage their deaths by driving
her car into a river. Prosecutors
say she killed the children after
being badgered by her mother
about being a poor parent.
Duley faces 30 years to life
in prison when she’s sentenced
Friday.
The interview will air at 9
p.m. April 1 as part of “Oprah’s
Next Chapter’’ on the Oprah
Winfrey Network.

P LEA S E S U P P O RT O U R A DV E RT I S E R S!
T E LL T H E M YO U SAW T H E I R A D I N
T H E W E E K LY C H A LLE N G E R!

45 22 18
PICK OF THE WEEK!

687
240
912

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
3-1 4-8
6-4 2-3
7-6 8-2
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STATE & NATIONAL
John Payton, Top Civil Rights
Lawyer, Dies At 65

NEW YORK (AP) - Civil
rights lawyer John Payton, who
defended the University of
Michigan’s affirmative action
policy before the Supreme
Court and led the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund,
has died. He was 65.
Payton died Thursday at
J o h n s H opkins University
Hospital in Baltimore after a
brief illness, said Lee Daniels,
spokesman for the New Yorkbased NAACP fund.
President Barack Obama
said in a prepared statement that
he and first lady Michelle
Obama were saddened to learn
that their “dear friend’’ had died.
He was a “true champion of
equality,’’ Obama said. “The
legal community has lost a
legend, and while we mourn
John’s passing, we will never
forget his courage and fierce
opposition to discrimination in
all its forms.’’
Af ter gr aduating from
Pomona College in California,
Payton went to Harvard Law
School and joined the
Washington firm of Wilmer
Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr in
1978.
He argued affirmative

action cases before the Supreme
Court, including 2003’s Gratz
vs. Bollinger, which involved
the admissions policies at the
University of Michigan.
The court ruled 6-3 against
the university in Gratz, but in a
companion case, Grutter vs.
Bollinger, the court ruled 5-4
that the law school’s raceconscious admissions policy did
not amount to a quota system.
Payton left private practice
in the early 1990s to become
corporation counsel for the
District of Columbia. In 1994 he
joined his wife, Gay
McDougall, in South Africa,
where McDougall was a
member of the commission
running the country’s first democratic elections.
He returned to Wilmer Hale,
then became director-counsel
and president of the legal
defense and educational fund in
2008.
While at the fund in 2010,
Payton argued Lewis vs. City of
Chicago, in which the Supreme
Court unanimously concluded
that a group of African
American would-be firefighters
had filed a timely charge of race
discrimination.

The National Law Journal
named Payton to its list of the
decad e’s m o s t i n fl u en t i al
lawyers in 2010.
Wade Henderson, president
and CEO of The Leadership
Conference on Civil and Human
Rights, said in a statement that
Payton “was a warrior for
justice and equality.’’
“He was arguably a 21stcentury Thurgood Marshall,’’
Henderson said. “The highest
compliment I could pay him as
an advocate is that he could run
with the foxes and he could run
with the hounds.’’
Survivors include his wife,
al s o a n o t ab l e ci v i l ri g h t s
attorney.
John Payton

FAMU Students Encouraged
To Push Themselves
During State Of The
Black Student Summit

TALLAHASSEE
—
Florida A&M University
(FAMU) has welcomed a
bevy of guest speakers
throughout
the
years.
Recently,
Grammy-award
winning
musician
John
Legend was added to that list
when he, along with Author
Marc Lamont Hill, Counselor
Jaquelyn Del Rosario and
others participated in the
State of the Black Student
Summit at the university.
The summit brought
together a diverse group of
national leaders in business,
academia,
media
and
education to discuss major
domestic and global issues
affecting America’ students.
Just because you leave
FAMU, doesn’t mean you
have to stop learning, Legend
said. “This is just the
beginning.”
Legend added that the
key to success is a worldclass teacher. We have to
invest in our future,” he said.

Hill,
an
associate
professor of education at
Columbia University, said
America needs to reorganize
its priorities.
We live in a place that
has first-class jails and
second-hand schools, said
Hill. We still have a long way
to go. I appreciate all the
work of President (Barack)
Obama.
I
encourage
everyone to continue to
challenge him and push him.
I am appreciative to all that
President Obama has done.”
Carmen Wong Ulrich, a
finance editor at MSNBC,
told the audience of more
than 300 there are many
opportunities available for
minorities.
There are so many corporations that are dying to find
minority talent, she said.
“They just don’t know where
to find it. You have to go to
places you wouldn’t normally
go and meet people you
wouldn’t normally meet. Fear

Grammy-award winning
musician John Legend
spoke during the Florida
A&M University State of the
Black Student Summit.

is good. That means you are
pushing yourself.”
Hill said the summit was
a good starting point, but the
students most put the words
into action.
“After we leave this
room, we have to organize,”
he said. “Don’t just talk about
it do something. It is time for
us to fight back.””

NEWS FROM AFRICA
Rights Groups Dismayed By
Liberia’s New Anti-Gay Laws

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Liberia’s legislature is considering stiff penalties including jail
time for anyone caught practicing homosexuality.
President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, amidst growing controversy, said, “We’ve got certain
traditional values in our society
that we would like to preserve.”
She added: “we like ourselves
just the way we are.”
The anti-gay crusade
appears to have been sparked by
Jewel Taylor, a Senator and the
wife of accused war criminal
Charles Taylor. Unlike the bill
in Uganda, the Liberian version
does not include the death
penalty.

Expressing regret at the
move, Human Rights Watch
senior West Africa Researcher,
Corinne Dufka said, “Liberia
has made considerable progress
in consolidating democracy
over the last five years, but the
proposed bill to increase
penalties for consensual samesex activity is a regrettable step
backward.”
She added: “Such laws not
only violate the right to privacy
and to nondiscrimination, they
also serve as a distraction from
a ddre ssing th e m an y real
problem facing Liberia, such as
strengthening the judiciary,
addressing poverty and
ensuring good economic gover-

President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf

nance.”
Gay rights activist Archie
Ponpon said: “Many attacks
keep coming our way. We’re
living to see the next year as a
combat. We’re not going to back
up, and I’m not afraid of death.”

Security Forces Gassed Voters
In Killing Wave, U.N. Says
WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG The human rights office at the
United Nations has reported
over 30 civilians killed in
Kinshasa by the government’s
a rm y, police a nd e lite
Republican Guard.
The killings, tear gassing
and arbitrary arrests took place
a ft e r elections last ye ar,
according to a new UN report.
International observers say
l a st Novem ber ’s dispute d
elections, won by President
Joseph Kabila, were flawed.
Results showed Kabila winning
100 percent of votes at some
balloting stations, and more
than 100 percent of registered
voters taking part at other
stations where he won.
P r es ident Ka bila ha s
a d m i tted that the re were
m i s t akes in the e le ctoral
process, but said no poll was

100 percent perfect and rejected
concerns that the results, criticized by Western observers,
lacked credibility.
Meanwhile in a related
development, the International
Criminal Court this week
convicted Thomas Lubanga,
head of a rebel militia that
enlisted boys and girls under 15,
drugging them, and putting

them to work killing his
enemies. “Unlike Joseph Kony,
nobody ever made a viral video
about Lubanga,” noted in an
editorial in the Los Angeles
Times. “The verdict is the first
time an international trial has
focused solely on the recruitment of underage soldiers. It
will set a precedent useful in
future trials.”

Lubanga in Criminal Court

Egypt’s Coptic Pope
Buried At Monastery

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Amidst much sobbing and
wailing, followers of Pope
Shenouda, the spiritual leader
of Egypt’s Christian Copts,
p a c k e d t h e S t . M a r k ’s
cathedral of Cairo for funeral
rites after which the deceased
church leader was flown to the
Nile Delta northwest of Cairo
and buried in a remote desert
monastery.
The 88-year-old pope died
March 17. Copts make up 10
percent of Egypt’s population
and are the Middle East’s
largest Christian community.
Thousands greeted the

motorcade carrying his body,
and military police struggled to
control the mourners trying to
get into the monastery.
The patriarch spent more
than three years in exile in the
1980s when the late Egyptian
Anwar
Sadat
President
accused him of fomenting
sectarian strife. He was laid to
rest in a white marble tomb
with a cross on top.
“The Holy Pope was able
to gain the love of even those
who held different opinions
and I believe this will be a
difficult thing to replace,” said
Samir, one of the mourners.

Pope Shenouda

Southern Africa
Reversing Democracy Gains
In Worrying Trend

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Malawi, once a beacon of
democracy and peace, shocked
the human rights community
with the revival of a colonial
era law mandating jail for
anyone who ‘insults’ the
president. Neighboring Zambia
and Zimbabwe are also under
the spotlight for closing the
democratic space.
Malawian President Bingu
wa Mutharika, a former World
Bank economist, warned he
would not tolerate any
“impudence” by the media or
civil society. At the same time,
Malawi’s police were breaking
up demonstrations and
arresting human rights activists

and opposition politicians.
Presidential aspirant
Atupele Muluzi, the son of
former Malawian president
Bakili Muluzi, was tear-gassed
at a recent opposition rally.
Angry Malawians responded
by attacking a police station,
beating up officers and looting
their houses.
Nearly three-quarters of
Malawi’s population of 15.4
million people live on less than
$2 a day.
Meanwhile, in near-by
Zambia, the government was
barely stopped in time as it
tried to ‘de-register’ the main
opposition Movement for
Multiparty Democracy, which

would have voided 53 seats in
parliament held by the MMD.
Promises to public service
workers to increase wages
were canceled and President
Michael Sata recently issued a
threat to fire all the civil
servants who refused a
“meager” four percent pay
raise.
And in Zimbabwe, a court
this week convicted six
activists for showing a video
about the Arab Spring. They
face up to 10 years in prison for
“inciting violence” against the
government – simply because
they held a meeting to show a
video of the street protests in
Egypt and Tunisia last year.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012

9

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Boston College
On Familiar
Route To
Frozen Four

WORCESTER, Mass.
(AP) - A trip to Worcester
resulted into another spot
in the Frozen Four for topseeded Boston College.
Parker Milner stopped
33 shots for his second
straight shutout and the
Eagles advanced to their
10th Frozen Four in
15 years with a 4-0 win
over defending NCAA
champion MinnesotaDuluth Sunday night in the
Northeast Regional Final.
BC, the Hockey East
regular season and tourney
champions, will take a 17game winning streak into
its national semifinal
matchup with Minnesota, a
5-2 winner over North
Da k ota in the West
Regional, in Tampa, April
5.
Minnesota is seeking
its sixth NCAA championship, Boston College its
fifth.
The last two times the
Eagles won the title (2008
and 2010) they passed won
a regional in Worcester on
their way.
“We’ve been fortunate
in Worcester, to come out a
winner more times than
not,’’ BC coach Jerry York
said, with a wide smile.
“My favorite place other
than Watertown
(his
hometown).’’
BC also captured the
NCAA title in 2001 after
coming out of Worcester.
Eagles senior defenseman Tommy Cross knows
his team’s history playing
in a regional site about 40
miles from campus.
“My first thought was I
have to go to class
Thursday, but being able to
take a bus ride is so much
nicer,’’ he said. “We’ve had
some success here. It’s
been a good place for us.’’
Ferris State and Union
(N.Y.) College will play in
the other national semifinal
in Tampa.
Pat Mullane and Bill
Arnold had second-period
goals for the Eagles (3110-7). Patrick Wey added
an strange unassisted goal
early in the third and
Johnny Gaudreau had one
late.
Milner was selected
most outstanding player of
the regional. He stopped 20
shots in BC’s 2-0 win over
Air Force last Saturday. It
was the 16th time during its
winning streak that Boston
College has held an
opponent to two or fewer
goals.
“This guy’s going on,’’
Cross said at a postgame
podium, nodding at Milner
after being asked what’s
led to the team’s recent run.
“He’s playing unbelievable.’’
BC’s winning streak is
the longest in head coach
York’s 18 seasons.
“We made a couple of
mistakes around our net,’’
Minnesota-Duluth coach
Scott Sandelin said. “Good
teams find a way to put it in
the net.’’
Kenny Reiter stopped
20 shots for the Bulldogs

(25-10-6). It was
Minnesota-Duluth’s third
time in four years reaching
the regional final.
Sandelin knows how
good BC’s been in the
national spotlight lately.
“Obviously it says a lot
about their program. They
have a great tradition.
When you build that, it’s a
culture,’’ he said before
later adding “I want to be
like them.’’
Minnesota-Duluth
came out playing more
physical in the second
period, checking a BC
player almost every time
they dished off the puck,
but the Eagles struck twice
on the scoreboard, scoring
a pair of goals 1:26 apart.
Mullane gave BC a 1-0
lead at 4:01 when he
charged in for a loose puck
in front of the net and
banged it past Reiter.
About 30 seconds after
Mullane’s score, Milner
made a solid save on Jack
Connolly’s wrister from
the slot.
The Eagles then made
it 2-0 when Arnold onetimed a shot by Reiter after
Steven Whitney’s nice pass
from behind the net.
BC killed off a late
high-sticking penalty to
Isaac MacLeod to close out
the second period, setting
them up for another trip to
the Frozen Four.
“I thought we had
some good chances,’’
Connolly said. “The goaltender stood on his head for
them.’’
The Eagles, who
improved to 10-1 in
NCAA play in Worcester,
then made it 3-0 on a
strange goal 1:13 into the
final period.
Wey collected a loose
puck in the left circle and
lofted what appeared to be
a soft arcing shot on Reiter,
but the netminder hardly
moved and it went in over
his left shoulder.
Both teams had good
chances in the opening
period, with MinnesotaDuluth getting its best
scoring bid while shorthanded. The Bulldogs
collected a loose puck near
their own blue line and
David Grun carried the
puck into the BC zone on a
3-on-1 break. He fed a
cross-ice pass to Chris
Casto, who fired over an
open net with Milner
sliding over from the
opposite post.
Midway into t h e
period, Mike Seidel was
stoppe d in c lose an d
Milner dropped to make a
pad save on Connolly’s
rebound bid with a backhander.
The Eagle s’ b es t
opportunity came with five
and a half minutes left in
the first when Bill Arnold
collected a long pass, broke
in alone, shifted to his
backhand, but Reiter
reached back with his right
leg to make a save just
before the puck got behind
him.

Tiger Gets Back To What He Does Best

BY DOUG FERGUSON

ORLANDO (AP) - Tiger
Woods hit so many great shots that
he couldn’t single one out as the
best. Winning was as sweet as
ever, even after a PGA Tour
drought that stretched over 923
days and 27 tournaments.
The best part about posing
with the trophy at Bay Hill?
The conversation was back on
golf, his favorite subject.
Just two weeks ago, Woods
gingerly climbed into a golf cart
and was taken off the golf course at
Doral with soreness and swelling
in his left Achilles tendon, the
same injury that caused him to
miss three months and two majors
last year.
On Sunday, no one questioned
his health. Woods marched to a
five-shot victory in the Arnold
Palmer Invitational that restored
his confidence and gave him
momentum going into the Masters
two weeks away.
“This was coming,’’ Woods
said. “I’ve been close a number of
times, basically since Australia.
Just had to stay the course.’’
Only a month ago, there were
concerns that Woods could no
longer make the important putts.
He had missed a 5-foot birdie
putt on the last hole to lose in the
second round at the Match Play
Championship. He missed several
putts just as close when he crashed
out in the final round at Pebble
Beach. But there he was at Bay
Hill, knocking in two big par putts
on the back nine to keep his
distance from Graeme McDowell.
“I just never got close to him,’’
McDowell said.
And then there’s the book by
his ex-swing coach, Hank Haney.
“The Big Miss,’’ which goes on
sale Tuesday, has been such a sore
spot with Woods that he lost his
cool with a reporter earlier this
month. The book reveals a driven
player who is self-centered and

BY BARRY WILNER

rarely satisfied, no big surprise
except that it was a side of Woods
he tried to keep private for all these
years.
Woods added a chapter to his
own book Sunday.
He won for the 72nd time on
the PGA Tour one short of Jack
Nicklaus in second place on the
career list and 84th time
worldwide. It was the 16th time he
won by at least five shots, and his
seventh win at Bay Hill tied the
PGA Tour for most wins on a
single golf course. Woods owns
both marks. He also has won seven
times at Firestone.
“I think he really just kind of
nailed home his comeback,’’
McDowell said. “Great to have a
front-row seat watching maybe the
greatest of all time doing what he
does best winning golf tournaments.’’
The only thing missing was the
host himself.
Palmer’s
blood
pressure
increased during the final round
from new medications, and he was
taken to the hospital about 15
minutes before the tournament
ended as a precaution. Alaistair
Johnston, vice chairman at IMG
and his longtime business
manager, said Palmer would be
kept overnight. “Nobody is overly
concerned,’’ he said.
Woods goes to No. 6 in the
world, returning to the top 10 for
the first time since May 22.
“Heading home now and I
can’t stop smiling. Thanks to
Otown fans and everyone
watching for all the love. Get well
soon, Arnie,’’ Woods tweeted
about three hours after his win.
On a Bay Hill course that was
crisp, fast and dangerous, Woods
ran off four birdies on the front
nine to build a four-shot lead, then
kept his mistakes to a minimum for
a 2-under 70.
He quickly stretched his lead
to three shots on the opening hole
when McDowell, who closed with

a 74, caught a buried lie in the
bunker and made double bogey.
After that, it was vintage Woods.
From 267 yards away in the
fairway on the par-5 sixth, Woods
hit a 3-iron that climbed over the
water and landed softly to just over
15 feet away to secure a birdie.
Two holes later, facing a tight pin
over the water, he ripped an 8-iron
from 182 yards that barely cleared
the bank and caught a slope to
within 4 feet for birdie.
The lead was four at the turn,
and McDowell never got closer
than three the rest of the way. Ian
Poulter had a 74 and finished alone
in third, and while he never looked
behind him to see what Woods was
doing, he could hear it.
This is a win that will resonate.
“He’s always a force to be
reckoned with when he’s not
playing his best golf,’’ Poulter said.
“And obviously, he’s playing a lot
of good golf right now. The shots
he’s hit, just looking at the highlights, he’s got a lot of his game
back. And when he starts rolling
putts in, he’s dangerous. So he’s
going to be a force for everybody
at Augusta.’’
Woods finished at 13-under
275.
It was the first time Woods had
w o n o n t h e P G A Tou r s i n c e
Sept. 13, 2009, at the BMW
Championship. His last win
against a full field had been Nov.
15 , 2 0 0 9 , a t t h e A u s t r a l i a n
Masters.
Twelve days later, Woods
drove into a fire hydrant outside
his home, and it wasn’t long before
revelations of multiple extramarital affairs that led to divorce and
cost him an impeccable marketing
image. Woods has won back the
support of fans who love to see
gr e a t g o l f , t h o u g h c o r p o r a t e
support has been lagging.
Woods downplayed the significance of Sunday, pointing out on
more than one occasion that he
considers it his second win since

Tiger Woods

the scandal. He counts the Chevron
World Challenge last December,
when he went birdie-birdie to beat
an 18-man field of top-50 players.
But this was significant a PGA
Tour event with a full field, and a
strong field at that. And with a performance so clean that he was
never seriously challenged on the
back nine.
“I’ve gotten better, and that’s
the main thing,’’ Woods said. “I’ve
been close for a number of tournaments now. And it was just a
matter of staying the course and
staying patient, keeping working
on fine-tuning what we’re doing.
And here we are.’’
So where does he go?
Next up is the Masters, which
looms larger than ever. Woods
figures to be a big favorite, along
with Rory McIlroy and Phil
Mickelson, all of whom have won
in the first three months of the
season.
“I’ve won here on a few
occasions going into Augusta,
which has always been a good
feeling,’’ Woods said. “I still have
got some work to do, but I’m
excited about the things that we
have accomplished. It’s been very
good.’’
It felt better than that on the
18th hole, when the familiar red
shirt was accompanied by a smile
that had not been seen in some
time at the end of a tournament.

Jets Hoping Tebow Is
‘Wicked’ Good For Real Show

Lights, cameras, action.
Tebow.
Take Linsanity, throw in some
football fervor and lots of potential
for controversy and discord. That’s
what the New York Jets have as they
introduce Tim Tebow at a news
conference.
That’s second-string quarterback
Tebow. He may already have made
it to Broadway, attending the musical
“Wicked,’’ but the Jets expect him to
be a supporting player this season.
At least that’s the party line, as it
was in Denver last year.
“Playing for an organization that
has such passionate fans and has so
many people behind them, supporting them is very exciting,’’
Tebowsaid. “It means a lot to me.’’
Yep, Tebowmania has hit the Big
Apple after the Jets acquired him
from the Broncos last week as a
backup to shaky incumbent Mark
Sanchez. It took just a few days for
the famed Carnegie Deli in
Manhattan to name a sandwich after
Tebow on white bread, naturally.
He’s in demand for the talk
shows, and maybe David Letterman
can arrange for Tebow and Sanchez
to toss a ball to each other outside the
studio on 53rd Street.
First pitch at Citi Field or Yankee
Stadium? Drop the first puck at the
Garden during the Stanley Cup
playoffs? Give Jeremy Lin and the
Knicks some encouragement from a

courtside seat?
When the NFL unveils its new,
Nike-produced uniforms in early
April in Manhattan, should we
expect the Jets’ jersey will have No.
15 on it?
Who knows?
Far more certain was the media
horde descending on the Jets’ facility
in Florham Park, N.J., not only on
Monday but for the usually tame
offseason workouts and minicamp.
“He transcends cities and
teams,’’ said Randy Echevarria,
president of the Jacksonville Beach
Gator Club back in the original
Tebowcountry. “It just doesn’t matter
to Tebow fans.’’
Those fans are legion. Former
NFL MVP Rich Gannon tells a story
about broadcasting a BroncosPackers game in early October when
Kyle Orton still was Denver’s starter.
As the Broncos were getting routed,
coach John Fox heard some chants
from the Lambeau Field stands: “TE-B-OW, T-E-B-O-W.’’ Fox ignored
them.
A bit later the chants got louder
and more frequent.
“John said he couldn’t believe
that many Broncos fans had traveled
to the game in Green Bay,’’ Gannon
recalled. “Then he turned around and
they were all Packers fans chanting
for Tebow.’’
It wouldn’t be shocking if packs
of Jets fans, already decked out in
green Tebow garb, make the trek to
the team’s complex an hour’s drive

from New York City Monday, to
repeat those chants. Perhaps chewing
on the Tebow sandwich.
Sanchez? So yesterday, it seems.
The Jets once enjoyed hearing its
starting QB referred to as the
“Sanchise.’’ Sanchez got the Jets to
two AFC title games, but last year’s
flameout, his issues with wide
receiver Santonio Holmes and a
fractured locker room erased the
glow. Sanchez received a three-year,
$40.5 million contract extension two
weeks ago, but, well, that’s old news
in the wake of Tebowmania.
“There will be fair weather fans
who are actually Tebow fans and
will be trading in their Broncos
jerseys for Tebow’s No. 15 Jets
jerseys,’’ said longtime Jets fans Eric
Haug, whose disenchantment is
obvious. “What team calls a press
conference for a backup quarterback? When does that ever happen?’’
Only with the Jets.
“I think Woody Johnson and
Mike Tannebaum probably are
thinking about selling more PSLs
and suites and tickets, and not
worrying about whether it will affect
the team chemistry,’’ Haug added.
“They are not addressing what the
team really needs instead of getting
another quarterback.
“Hey, make football decisions
that have nothing to do with your
wallet or competing with the
Giants.’’
But Haug might be in the
minority, at least for now, when

Tim Tebow

Tebow has yet to throw a wobbly
pass with Holmes wide open
downfield. Or, on the other hand,
lead a stunning series of comebacks
like he did in Denver last season.
Remember, Tebow got the
Broncos into the playoffs, albeit in a
weak AFC West. Sanchez’s lateseason woes helped drop the Jets out
of contention.
Coexistence, of course, is
possible for Gang Green.
“Mark knows he’s the starter,
and he knows we all need to improve
from last year,’’ Jets defensive end
Mike DeVito said. “I think he’s going
to be motivated and driven. I don’t
think he’s going to be worried about
Tim. I think he’s going to be more
excited about having him on the
team. I believe they’ll be fine.’’
For now, though, it’s all about the
backup. All about Tebow.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
F riends hip M issionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for
the position of Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
The ability to read music -

musically trained or holds a
degree in music is preferred.
Done by the order of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Incorporated. Please
contact FBMC Office.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us

each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a
C hrist-ce nter ed , P eo p l ecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate

God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

He is Always There
by Anonymous
We can't foresee the turning of the tide
When problems beset us and tears are cried.
Sometimes life deals from the bottom of the deck
Filling us with worry and leaving us a wreck.
The enemy seeks to devour and destroy,
Using deceptions to eliminate our joy.
While walking through the valley, our heads hung low,
The mountain top seems so high, our footsteps slow.
How many times have we traveled this road
To battle the frustrations of troubles bestowed?
Yet when we come to our darkest hour
God demonstrates His infinite power.
It doesn't matter how bad things might seem,
He always comes through, our faith to redeem.
God will not fail us in our times of pain.
He'll never forsake us, by our side He'll remain.
So when we find ourselves at a total loss
Or when the valley seems too wide to cross,
Just remember you're in His love and care,
Look over your shoulder, He's always there!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.

Coming in the Month of
March 2012
March 30 - Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Coming Events for the
Month of April 2012
April 1 - Easter Sunrise
Services held at 7 a.m.
April 8 - Children and
Youth Easter Presentation at
9:30 a.m. during the Sunday
school hour.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible

with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Me e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring beginning at 4:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults
(18 – 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub & Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet

every first, third and fifth
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr.
Deon Bryant. Contact the
church at 894-4311 for more
information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for
weekly u p l i f t i n g a n d s p i r i t
f i l l e d worship services every
Sunday, at 7:45 a.m. and 10
a.m. Teen Services are held
every second, third and fourth
Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Visit us on the web:
mzprogressive.org and like us
on FACEBOOK for other
ministry activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

‘In Loving Memory’ A Dramatic
Musical Easter Production
10th Street Church of God
and New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church present “In
Loving Memory” a dramatic
memorial service on the life and
works of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The production
brings together a community of
believers with cast members
from several churches throughout the city.

Cast will portray familiar
biblical characters that provide
personal and detail memories of
their experiences and emotions
with Jesus. The production will
feature the Gospel Troop
Ensemble, Soloists, Praise
Dancers, Steppers and New
Hope Missionary Baptist Choir
under the direction of Brother
Michael McKinney. Program

begins Friday, April 6, promptly
at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30
p.m. at New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church, 2120 19th St.S.,
St. Petersburg.
Seats will fill up quickly! No
tickets required, however, a love
offering will assist this ministry.
For transportation, call and
leave a message at 727-8947370 or 727-898-9407.
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Award Winning Science
at Academy Prep

Academy Prep St. Petersburg has made more great history this month!
Although participation in the Science Fair is an annual tradition,
this year’s projects produced some extraordinary results. Two of our
8th graders received top honors in their respective categories as they
competed against students from other prestigious private and public
schools throughout Pinellas County.
Eighth grader A’moya received 1st place in the Physics category at the
Pinellas Regional level. She is the first Academy Prep student to receive
this honor. She will now be taking her project, entitled “Refraction
Action,” to the Florida State Science and Engineering Fair. A’moya’s project focuses on how water temperature affects the refraction of light passing through the water. Damaya, also an 8th grader, extracted DNA from
various fruits, built a homemade electrophoresis chamber, and earned 2nd
place in the Microbiology category with her challenging project.
The success of these young ladies clearly reflects their intelligence and
drive; but it must also be attributed to the diligence of Mr. Ravi Fernando,
the girls’ Science teacher. Mr. Fernando has created an intensive Science
curriculum with much time allotted for Science Fair projects, in addition
to the numerous interactive experiments and activities he plans.
All students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades began working on their projects in September while simultaneously juggling their other demanding
academic and extracurricular responsibilities. In January, their efforts
culminated with a school-wide Science Fair judged by community volunteers and members of the Board of Trustees who generously donated their
time and expertise. Six teams were selected to represent Academy Prep in
the Pinellas Regional Science and Engineering Fair (PRSEF) in early
February, of which a school-record five teams placed. Please join Academy
Prep in wishing A’moya good luck as she competes at the 2012 Florida
State Science and Engineering Fair in Lakeland at the beginning of April!

